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Report to: Executive Committee 
Date of Meeting: 11 December 2024 
Report by: Executive Director (Finance and Corporate Resources) 

  

Subject: Outcome of Statutory Polling Scheme Review 

 
1. Purpose of Report 
1.1. The purpose of the report is to:- 
 

 provide an update to the Committee on the outcome of the recently concluded 
statutory review of the Council’s Polling Scheme 

 seek Committee’s approval to a revised Polling Scheme as set out in Appendix 1 
to this report 

[1purpose] 
2. Recommendation(s) 
2.1. The Council is asked to approve the following recommendation(s):- 
[recs] 

(1) that the contents of this report, including the outcome of the statutory review of 
the Council’s Polling Scheme, be noted; 

(2) that the revised Polling Scheme as set out in Appendix 1 to this report be 
approved; and 

(3) that authority be delegated to the Chief Executive to take all steps necessary to 
conclude matters relating to the statutory polling scheme review. 

 
3. Background 
3.1. In terms of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (as amended), local 

authorities are required to designate polling places for the purposes of elections, to 
review those arrangements within the statutory review timescale and to keep their 
arrangements under review. The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 
further amended the Representation of the People Act 1983 by introducing a change 
to the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling 
places with compulsory reviews to be started and completed within the period of 16 
months that starts on 1 October of every fifth year after 1 October 2013. 

 
3.2. The Council completed its last statutory review in 2018, with there having been a 

partial review in November 2023 to take account of the revised boundaries for the 
three UK Parliament constituencies within South Lanarkshire following completion of 
the UK Parliamentary Boundaries review in June 2023. In terms of the relevant 
legislation, the Council must now complete the compulsory statutory review by 31 
January 2025. In conducting its review, the Council must seek to ensure that:  

• all electors in the constituency have reasonable facilities for voting as are 
practicable in circumstances; and  

• so far as is reasonably practicable all polling places should be accessible to 
all voters including those who are disabled and when considering the 
designation of a polling place the Council must have regard to the needs of 
persons with disabilities.  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/6/contents


 

 
 
3.3. In practical terms, the intention is to ensure the optimal facilities for voting in terms of 

location, accessibility and capacity of available buildings, to support turnout in 
electoral events and to support the public’s participation in the democratic process. 

 
3.4. On 11 September 2024, South Lanarkshire Council considered a report which 

proposed the commencement of the required statutory review of the Polling Scheme. 
In approving that report, the Council agreed to delegate authority to the Executive 
Committee to consider a further report on the statutory Polling Scheme review on 11 
December 2024, following completion of the public consultation exercise on the 
review, and approve the Polling Scheme at conclusion of the review.  

 
3.5. In accordance with the timetable reported to South Lanarkshire Council on 11 

September 2024 the Council has undertaken a public consultation exercise on the 
review. This was carried out between 13 September 2024 and 1 November 2024, 
and included publication of the notification of the review, information being made 
available on the Council’s website, in public libraries, adverts placed in 4 local 
newspapers and making contact with interested parties, including Elected Members, 
MPs, MSPs, political parties, Community Councils, neighbouring local authorities, 
the Electoral Registration Officer, owners/occupiers of proposed polling places and 
organisations representing the disabled. Given the recent General Election, 
feedback was also sought on the polling arrangements used for that, including from 
polling staff and any feedback received from voters.  

 
3.6. The process for the review was also informed by Electoral Commission guidance on 

conducting reviews. 
 
4. Outcome of Polling Scheme Review 
4.1. The Council received 21 responses on the review from the consultation exercise. By 

way of context, at the General Election in July 2024 the registered electorate for the 
local authority area was 224,568.  Of these 21, they can be categorised as follows:- 

• 10 responses raised no issues;  

• 4 responses expressed concerns over the proposed use of schools for Polling 
Places (two in the context of the use of Udston Primary School and one in the 
context of Kirklandpark Primary School); 

• 1 raised an issue with signage at the entrance to a Polling Place which will be 
picked up going forward, Blackwood Primary School; 

• 2 made suggestions which the review is in agreement with, i.e. the continued 
use of Braehead Hall and a return to the TACT Community Hall; and 

• 4 raised points in connection with individual Polling Places and use of 
Woodpark Primary School preferring to return to The Fountain (2 responses), 
Wardlawhill Hall and St Mary’s Club Rooms, where no change is proposed.  

 
4.2. In addition to the consultation exercise, the Council also considered data on 

population projections for South Lanarkshire from the National Records of Scotland 
and input from the Council’s Planning Team in respect of potential housing 
development over the next 5 years. In respect of the latter, the focus of housing 
growth in the next 5 years is likely to be on the greenfield Community Growth Areas 
which have been allocated in Local Development Plans since 2006 and on sites 
within settlements where brownfield redevelopment opportunities are being built out. 

  

https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=7p0PnEfk7N7lLgTnk9NhC9fsr3LwchMPaMLECuLqP%2baxDBsWvBw3fw%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200237/elections/2233/statutory_review_of_polling_districts_and_polling_places_2024
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/reviews-polling-districts-polling-places-and-polling-stations
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/south-lanarkshire-council-profile.html#Household_Estimates


 

 
 
4.3. This information has been factored into the review. In general terms, subject to the 

changes proposed below, it has been assessed that the current Polling Scheme can 
accommodate the current population and housing development projections, 
recognising that there are a number of variables that will determine whether or not, 
and to what extent, the population changes as predicted and whether proposed 
developments are ultimately delivered. The Council will also continue to monitor this 
across the local authority area, and where necessary conduct interim reviews of the 
Polling Scheme in advance of planned electoral events, and where necessary 
propose adjustments to the Scheme to take account of changes in local populations.  

 
4.4. The recent UK General Election held on 4 July 2024 has also provided a helpful 

recent test of the current Polling Scheme. Feedback received at the time of the 
election, and subsequently from those working at the election did not highlight any 
material issues.  

 
4.5. The Polling Scheme currently has 147 Polling Places, of which 71 are Council 

schools. It is recognised that the use of schools can impact upon the delivery of 
education services by the Council. It should, however, be noted that the use of 
schools for Polling Places in South Lanarkshire is well-established, and to mitigate 
impact on senior school pupils and wider school communities the Council’s 
secondary schools are not used. It must also be recognised that schools have 
benefits over other potential Polling Places, in being owned by the Council, well 
located, well maintained and more generally suitable in terms of accessibility. In 
addition, the date for the next scheduled electoral event taking place in May 2026, 
being the Scottish Parliament election, is to be an in-service day for all South 
Lanarkshire Council’s schools, this having been considered by the Council’s 
Education Resources Committee on 29 October 2024. 

 
4.6. As the Committee are aware, there are a number of Polling Places that were 

previously under the control of South Lanarkshire Leisure and Culture, but have 
recently been transferred to various community groups/organisations, or will shortly 
be transferred.  Where these organisations are willing to continue to allow the venue 
to be used as a Polling Place then, provided it remains suitable, it is proposed that 
this continues. If, for whatever reason, that continued use was no longer practicable, 
for instance the venue was reconfigured such that it was no longer suitable as a 
Polling Place, then a suitable alternative would need to be identified. 

 
4.7. As previously reported to South Lanarkshire Council in September, the Second 

Review of the constituencies and regions of the Scottish Parliament commenced on 
1 September 2022, and is still ongoing. Boundaries Scotland plan to submit a report 
to the Scottish Ministers by 1 May 2025. If subsequently approved by the Scottish 
Parliament, the new boundaries will be effective at the next Scottish Parliament 
election, expected in May 2026. If any changes to the Polling Scheme are required 
as a result of this review, then that will be the subject of a future report to the 
Council. 

  

https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=m6ZpAuMW%2fEUgbsUcxCUyinriIxCgv9dEPwXzOrCiVqZP4oPgwo4XiQ%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d


 

 
4.8. Taking the above into account, a revised Polling Scheme is included in Appendix 1 

to this report. As regards the individual elements of this, there are some adjustments 
proposed to merge Polling Districts which are now all within the same constituency 
for UK Westminster, Scottish Parliament and South Lanarkshire Council elections, 
and some adjustments proposed to Polling Places too, all but one being to 
accommodate the proposed adjustments to Polling Districts. The proposed changes 
are set out in more detail in Appendix 2 to this report. By way of explanation, where 
Polling Districts are proposed for merger then the proposed Polling Place is that 
which is allocated the highest electorate from those within the Districts being 
merged.  

 
4.9. Subject to the Committee’s decision it is recommended that authority is delegated to 

the Chief Executive to take all steps necessary to conclude matters relating to the 
review. This will include publication of the outcome on the Council’s website, and 
advising key stakeholders. 

 
5. Employee Implications 
5.1. There are no employee implications directly arising from this report. The proposals 

will be delivered from existing resources. 
 
6. Financial Implications 
6.1. There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. In terms of the 

delivery of future electoral events, the costs of hiring polling places are, subject to 
certain expenditure levels, met by the UK or Scottish Governments for all UK or 
Scottish Parliamentary elections, with the Council only being required to meet those 
costs for local government elections.  

 
7. Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Implications 
7.1. There are no implications for climate change, sustainability and the environment 

directly arising from this report. 
 
8. Other Implications 
8.1. None. 
 
9. Integrated Impact Assessment and Consultation Arrangements 
9.1. This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or recommend a 

change to an existing policy, function or strategy and, therefore, no impact 
assessment is required. However, under the Equality Act 2010, Returning Officers 
have a duty to anticipate the needs of disabled voters and make reasonable 
adjustments to remove substantial disadvantage for those voters. This means they 
must take steps to understand and anticipate on an ongoing basis the needs of 
disabled voters – with different types of disability, support and access requirements 
within their area so that they can make informed decisions about how best to meet 
these needs by making reasonable adjustments, including providing appropriate 
equipment and support. This includes the selection of polling venues to ensure 
accessibility. The process undertaken during the review enables the Returning 
Officer and the Council to fulfils their duties in respect of this.  

 
9.2. It is to be noted that officers had already taken equalities considerations into account 

in preparing the previous Scheme, and did so for the recent General Election.  
 
9.3. The consultation undertaken in respect of the statutory review has been summarised 

in this report.    



 

 
 
 
Jackie Taylor 
Executive Director ( Finance and Corporate Resources) 
 
18 November 2024 
 
Link(s) to Council Values/Priorities/Outcomes 

• Accountable, effective, efficient and transparent 
 
 
Previous References 

• Report to Executive Committee 19 December 2018 - Review of Polling Districts and 
Polling Places 2018   

• Report to South Lanarkshire Council 1 November 2023 - Review of UK 
Parliamentary Constituencies Review of Polling Districts SL002 and SL007 

 
List of Background Papers 

• South Lanarkshire Council 11 September 2024 - Statutory Polling Scheme Review 
 
 
 
Contact for Further Information 
If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please 
contact:- 
 
Iain Strachan, Head of Administration & Legal Services 
Tel: 01698 454658 
Email: iain.strachan@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=D8j896dMUpo%2bN9vLGSjQpQJnN5jMhPTK0IaB%2bs2XGuq%2blUyhb%2bRtxg%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=D8j896dMUpo%2bN9vLGSjQpQJnN5jMhPTK0IaB%2bs2XGuq%2blUyhb%2bRtxg%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=eYC0C55q3%2bk6gvN3N27FrveBQLpVlxetY3IpxFKpWF2iGMulR1u0Mw%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=eYC0C55q3%2bk6gvN3N27FrveBQLpVlxetY3IpxFKpWF2iGMulR1u0Mw%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=7p0PnEfk7N7lLgTnk9NhC9fsr3LwchMPaMLECuLqP%2baxDBsWvBw3fw%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
mailto:iain.strachan@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

	3.4. On 11 September 2024, South Lanarkshire Council considered a report which proposed the commencement of the required statutory review of the Polling Scheme. In approving that report, the Council agreed to delegate authority to the Executive Commit...
	3.5. In accordance with the timetable reported to South Lanarkshire Council on 11 September 2024 the Council has undertaken a public consultation exercise on the review. This was carried out between 13 September 2024 and 1 November 2024, and included ...
	3.6. The process for the review was also informed by Electoral Commission guidance on conducting reviews.

