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Report to: Finance and Corporate Resource Committee  
Date of Meeting: 1 July 2026 
Report by: Executive Director Finance and Corporate Resource 

  

Subject: Additional Community Can Do Fund Allocations 

 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
1.1. The purpose of the report is to:- 
[purpose] 

 inform Committee Members of the decision to allocate additional funding to 
Communities Can Do Fund applicants that were not successful in the open 
process that took place at the end of 2025 and to recommend which applicants 
should receive the additional funding 

[1purpose] 
2. Recommendation(s) 
2.1. The Committee is asked to approve the following recommendation(s):- 
[recs] 

(1) that the decisions of the Executive Committee to allocate additional funding to 
Community Can Do Fund unsuccessful applicants be noted; and  

(2) that the Community Can Do Fund applications as set out in Appendix 1 of this 
report be approved. 

 
3. Background 
3.1. The Community Can Do Fund was established during the Third Sector Partnership 

Review in 2025/2026 as a fund that offers a fair, open and transparent mechanism to 
award medium sized grants to third sector organisations working across South 
Lanarkshire local communities. 

 
3.2. Between 1 December 2025 and 11 January 2026, applicants were invited to apply 

for grants between £1,000 and £20,000 for the 2026/2027 financial year.  The total 
funding available was £200,000. 

 
3.3. The Communities Can Do Fund was heavily over-subscribed and received 92 

applications worth a value of £1,126,089.  
 
3.4. After the exclusion of ineligible applications, the value of declined applications was 

£719,800. 
 
3.5. A report to this Committee on 18 February 2026 proposed 12 applications received 

£200,000 funding, all of which were approved. 
 
3.6. In the 2026/2027 annual budget, £0.300 million per annum of recurring funding was 

allocated to further investment in the third sector for this year and beyond. 



 
3.7. In line with the Third Sector Partnership Agreement approved by Executive 

Committee in November 2025, discussions have taken place with VASLan, as South 
Lanarkshire's Third Sector Interface, as to how best to utilise the recurring 
investment funds.  These discussions have included how VASLan might build on the 
monies available by attracting match funding from national funding organisations, 
entrepreneurs and benefactors.  

 
3.8. Discussions are underway around a South Lanarkshire Third Sector Fund where the 

Council will work with VASLan to promote the fund, and invite and assess 
applications, and make recommendations for grants, which will be announced and 
publicised jointly, with payments issued by the Council. 

 
3.9. However, in the meantime, further to discussion and agreement with Voluntary 

Action South Lanarkshire (VASLan), it was proposed and agreed at the Executive 
Committee 20 May 2026 that the applications received and scored through the 
Community Can Do Fund should be used to disperse the £0.300 million available 
from the South Lanarkshire Third Sector Fund for 2026/2027 only. 

 
3.10. To ensure a broad spread of the funding available to the third sector in South 

Lanarkshire, we would not offer funding to applicants who are already in receipt of 
Council or community mental health or wellbeing funding for similar provisions and 
services. 

 
4. Recommendations for further grant awards 
4.1. The Community Can Do grant is designed to support community-led projects, 

meaning projects and programmes in which community members have meaningful 
involvement in decision-making, governance and delivery of the programme. 

 
4.2. A scoring criteria and a panel of scorers from both the public and third sector 

independently assess the applications.  All applications were ranked by an average 
score and any wide differences discussed and agreed by the whole panel.  

 
4.3. 12 successful grants were recommended and approved by this committee all of 

which had scored 46.5 and above.  
 
4.4 An analysis of the next highest scoring applications, excluding those in receipt of 

alternative or other Council sources of funding for their project, puts forward a further 
26 applications to an additional value of £0.300 million for approval as outlined in 
Appendix 1.  All of these applications scored 36 and above, which is more than the 
minimum eligible score of 27.5.  

 
5. Employee Implications 
5.1. There are no employee implications associated with this report. 
 
6. Financial Implications  
6.1. The current position on Community Can Do Fund is as follows:- 
 

 Total funding available:  £500,000 

 Applications received:  £1,126,089 

 Funding recommended:  £500,000 

 Value of declined applications:  £419,800  

 Value of ineligible or withdrawn applications:  £206,289 



 
7. Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Implications 
7.1. There are no implications for climate change, sustainability or the environment in 

terms of the information contained in this report. 
 
8. Risk and Other Implications 
8.1. There are no issues in terms of risk associated with the content of this report. 
 
9. Equality Impact Assessment and Consultation Arrangements 
9.1. There are no Equality Impact Assessment or Consultation implications 

associated with this is report. 
 
 
Jackie Taylor 
Executive Director (Finance and Corporate Resources) 
 
10 June 2026 
 
Link(s) to Council Values/Priorities/Outcomes 
Values 

 Focused on people and their needs 

 Working with and respecting others 

 Accountable, effective, efficient, and transparent 

 Fair, open and sustainable 
 
Priorities 

 We will work to put people first and reduce inequality 
 
Outcomes 

 More people reporting a strong sense of community 

 Increased ownership of local assets 

 Improved health and wellbeing at all ages 

 More people are employed and economically active 

 Reduced poverty and household debt 
 
Previous References 

 Finance and Corporate Resources Committee – 18 February 2026 

 Executive Committee – 5 November 2025 

 Executive Committee – 20 May 2026 
 
List of Background Papers 

 South Lanarkshire Council Grant Policy  November 2025 
 
 
Contact for Further Information 
If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please 
contact:- 
Tom Little, Head of Communications and Strategy  
Email: tom.little@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
 
Jen Kerr, Community Engagement Manager 
Email: Jennifer.Kerr1@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/18204/south_lanarkshire_grant_policy_-_november_2025
mailto:tom.little@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
mailto:Jennifer.Kerr1@southlanarkshire.gov.uk


APPENDIX 1 
 

Communities Can Do Fund:  Additional £300,000 Funding Panel Recommendations:  
 
Application Application Summary Amount 

Applied For 

2704423 - Rutherglen and Cambuslang CAB 
 

The project will provide one-to-one financial support, including benefit 
checks, budgeting advice, help with benefit applications, and energy 
advice. Support will be available at the main office and outreach 
locations, with follow-up appointments offered where needed. 

£18,073 

2707262 - Rutherglen Repertory Theatre  Launch “Theatre of Ideas,” combining drama skills with philosophical 
inquiry in community venues to develop critical thinking, creativity, 
confidence, and lifelong learning, especially for those with limited 
cultural access. 

£5,898 

2682586 - Soul of the Junction SCIO Run a year-long wellbeing and resilience programme in Carstairs 
Junction Community Hall, offering monthly social activities, quarterly 
emergency preparedness workshops, and practical skills sessions like 
cooking and DIY.  

£14,920 

2690994 - REVOLVE RECYCLE   Expand the R: evolve Sunday Craft Café in Cambuslang, offering 
weekly creative sessions for all ages, promoting reuse and 
sustainability while fostering community connection in an affordable, 
welcoming space. 

£8,250 

2691143 - Healthy and Active in East Kilbride Ltd  Support running costs of The Meeting Place community hub in East 
Kilbride Shopping Centre.  Provide a warm, inclusive space offering 
affordable food, peer support, volunteering, cost-of-living help, and 
multi-agency outreach to reduce isolation and improve wellbeing. 

£15,628 

2706171 - Scottish Action for Mental Health (SAMH)  Seeks to pilot a community-based mental health peer support project 
for adults in deprived South Lanarkshire areas.  This will provide one-
to-one and group sessions using lived experience, self-management 
tools, and My Recovery Action Plan to build resilience, confidence, 
and reduce isolation. 
 

£16,423 



2690323 - PAMIS  Provide tailored family support for people with profound and multiple 
learning disabilities (PMLD) in South Lanarkshire.  Offer inclusive 
activities, advocacy, 1:1 emotional support, crisis help, and 
bereavement resources, reducing isolation and promoting equality 
through community engagement and specialist advice. 

£13,474 

2704512 - Forth Community Resource Centre 
Steering Group  

Deliver Work Clubs over 12 months from hubs in Forth, Lanark, and 
Carluke.  Provide digital inclusion, job search support, CV building, 
interview preparation, and referrals to reduce poverty and improve 
employability for 60 local people. 

£16,966 

2705323 - Lanarkshire Deaf Hub (the operating name 
for Lanarkshire Club SCIO)  

Deliver three projects: monthly cooking workshops with visual recipe 
cards, digital skills sessions pairing young and older deaf people, and 
safety workshops with Police Scotland.  All activities include 
BSL/English interpretation to reduce isolation and improve 
accessibility. 

£12,000 

2705085 - Camglen Radio (Healthy and Happy) Deliver a 12-month volunteer recruitment and retention programme, 
including outreach, peer support, training in broadcasting and video 
production, and partnerships with local organisations.  Aims to 
increase diversity, inclusion, and engagement through events, 
marketing, and equipment upgrades. 

£10,662 

2705798 - Carluke and District Community 
Connections  

Run Creative Connections, a 12-month intergenerational arts and 
digital media project in Carluke.  Offer dance, music, blogging, 
podcasting, and animation sessions.  Host two community arts 
festivals to celebrate creativity, reduce isolation, and strengthen local 
identity. 

£20,000 

2686593 - LEAP Project Expand successful Parkinson’s exercise classes in Blantyre and 
Rutherglen.  Each 90-minute session includes 60 minutes of physical 
activity and 30 minutes of peer support.  Delivered by specialist 
instructors for 46 weeks annually, supporting people with Parkinson’s 
and their carers. 

£11,385 

2707386 - Blantyre Celtic Community Football Club  Support youth development by providing first aid training for players 
and coaching badges for older participants.  Also offer community first 
aid courses for under-16s, enhancing safety, skills, and employability 
while promoting volunteering and leadership opportunities. 

£10,000 

2703616 - 3rd Blantyre community group  Aims to bring the renovated High Blantyre Hall back into community 
use through affordable lets, one-off events, and regular activities.  

£15,000 



Sessions will vary from weekly to annual, creating a vibrant, 
accessible space for local engagement and social connection. 

2706898 - CAOS Musical Society  A local amateur dramatics group that brings adults together through 
musical theatre.  Group fosters creativity, confidence, and community 
engagement through performance arts with weekly rehearsals 
commencing March and annual show. 

£9,000 

2706311 - Bothwell Futures  Seeks funding for a full-time General Manager to implement 
Bothwell’s Community Plan.  Focuses on sustaining the HUB and 
HALL, expanding inclusive activities, volunteer development, 
employability programmes, and cultural projects to reduce inequalities 
and strengthen community resilience. 

£18,000 

2715163 - Hamilton Citizens Advice Bureau 
 

 

Funding will sustain and expand outreach, improve early intervention, 
reduce crisis demand, and strengthen wellbeing and resilience.   
Funding additional outreach only 60% of application. 40% for generalist service 
which is already funded. 

 

£12,000  
 

2706069 - Supporting Our Community  Run a bi-weekly evening club for unpaid carers and health/social care 
workers.  Alternates between peer-led relaxation sessions and 
specialist-led workshops on rights, dementia awareness, and 
wellbeing activities like massage and sound baths to reduce stress 
and isolation. 

£8,000 

2706215 - Self-Directed Support Network South 
Lanarkshire (SDSNSL)  

To introduce new services to raise awareness of self-directed support 
options.  Includes quarterly newsletters, online Q and A sessions, and 
in-person outreach at community hubs to provide advice, promote 
rights, and connect individuals and carers with trusted local resources. 

£6,750 

2694661 - Lanark Men's Shed (AP2) Funding to rent an additional unit dedicated to wood storage, enabling 
acceptance of donated green wood and larger dried stock.  This 
expansion supports more woodworking projects, community initiatives, 
and improved mental wellbeing for a growing membership. 

£7,700 

2705987 - Street Level  Engages disengaged young people in therapeutic outdoor activities 
through gardening projects in Carluke.  Offers weekly sessions and 
holiday programmes to build confidence, teamwork, and practical 
skills, reducing isolation and promoting mental wellbeing while 
supporting local green spaces and community pride. 
 

£12,940 



2707051 - Clutha Archaeology Group  Promote local heritage through community-led archaeology projects at 
Chatelherault Country Park.  Organise digs, volunteer training, and 
public open days to uncover Iron Age and medieval remains, improve 
skills, and engage residents in preserving historical landscapes. 

£1,217 

2707406 - ISKCON Scotland  Provide monthly wellbeing sessions combining gentle yoga, guided 
meditation, nature walks, and shared vegetarian meals.  Aims to 
reduce stress, improve mental health, and foster inclusion for low-
income families and adults in a calm outdoor farm setting. 

£9,450 

2682091 - Larkhall and District Volunteer Group Provides early intervention services to reduce isolation and improve 
wellbeing for adults and those with disabilities.  Applying for funding 
support for core services including a volunteer-run call line, six weekly 
lunch clubs, and an ad-hoc Handy Person service. 

£20,000 

2686492 - Lanarkshire Cancer Care Trust Provide free transport for cancer patients across Lanarkshire to attend 
hospital and clinical treatments.  Operates with 125 volunteer drivers 
covering 14,000 journeys annually, reducing stress and financial 
burden for patients who cannot afford taxis or use restricted 
ambulance services. 

£6,264  
 
Balance of the 
fund offered. 
Applied for  
£20,000 
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