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Report to: Executive Committee 
Date of Meeting: 24 June 2026 
Report by: Executive Director (Education Resources) 

  

Subject: Statutory Consultation on Proposed Primary School 
Catchment Changes 

 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
1.1. The purpose of the report is to:- 
[purpose] 

 provide information on proposed changes to denominational primary school 
catchment arrangements in Hamilton, including alterations to the catchment 
areas of St Mary’s Primary School and St Paul’s Primary School to better 
balance pupil numbers, the removal of the optional catchment arrangement 
between St Mary’s Primary School and St Peter’s Primary School, and the 
removal of the optional catchment arrangement between St Peter’s Primary 
School and Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary School 

 seek approval from Executive Committee to undertake a statutory consultation 
on the proposed changes, in accordance with the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 

[1purpose] 
2. Recommendation(s) 
2.1. The Committee is asked to approve the following recommendation(s):- 
[recs] 

(1) that a statutory consultation under the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 
2010 is undertaken on proposed changes to the catchment areas of St Mary’s 
Primary School, Hamilton and St Paul’s Primary School to balance pupil 
numbers more effectively, the removal of the optional catchment area 
between St Mary’s Primary School and St Peter’s Primary School and the 
alignment of this area to St Peter’s Primary School, and the removal of the 
optional catchment area between St Peter’s Primary School and Our Lady 
and St Anne’s Primary School and the alignment of this area to Our Lady and 
St Anne’s Primary School. 

[1recs] 
3. Background 
3.1. The current catchment areas for St Mary’s Primary School, Hamilton, and St Paul’s 

Primary School are shown in Appendix 1. These reflect a historic boundary 
arrangement which, in light of changes in housing patterns, population distribution, 
and planned developments, now requires review. Redrawing the boundary would 
support more effective management of school capacities and a more balanced 
distribution of pupils across the two schools. 

 
3.2. The current optional catchment area where families may choose either St Peter’s 

Primary School or St Mary’s Primary School, Hamilton, as their denominational 
catchment school is shown in Appendix 3.  



 

 
3.3. The current optional catchment area where families may choose either St Peter’s 

Primary School or Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary School as their denominational 
catchment school is shown in Appendix 5. 

 
3.4. Sections 4 to 7 set out current pupil rolls, projected school populations, and the 

estimated number of pupils expected to arise from known housing developments 
within the catchment areas of the affected schools. 

 
4. St Mary’s Primary School 
4.1. St Mary’s Primary School has 15 Classrooms.  With this accommodation (assuming 

an average of 30 pupils per class), the school could accommodate 450 pupils. 
 
4.2. The current pupil roll (September 2025 census) is 451.  Trends based on the 

average of the last three years’ P1 intake figures suggest the mainstream roll will 
reach 469 in August 2028. 

 
4.3. In addition, after August 2028, there are a further 23 pupils projected to be generated 

from future housing developments within the St Mary’s catchment area. 
 
4.4. This means that the projected roll is expected to be 481 by August 2030 and post 

2030 to rise to 527 if all known housing developments are completed. 
 

5. St Paul’s Primary School 
5.1. St Paul’s Primary School currently has 6 Classrooms, and assuming an average of 

30 pupils per class, the school could accommodate 180 pupils. 
 
5.2. The current pupil roll (September 2025 census) is 145. Trends based on the average 

of the last three years’ P1 intake figures suggest the roll will be 140 in August 2028. 
 
5.3. Known housing developments within the St Paul’s catchment area are projected to 

generate 3 additional pupils. 
 

6. St Peter’s Primary School 
6.1. St Peter’s Primary school currently has 6 classrooms, and, assuming an average of 

30 pupils per class, the school could accommodate 180 pupils. 
 
6.2. The current pupil roll (September 2025 census) is 102. Trends based on the average 

of the last three years’ P1 intake figures suggest the roll will be 90 in August 2028. 
 
6.3. Currently, there are no known housing developments within St Peter’s Primary 

school catchment area. 
 
7. Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary School 
7.1. Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary school currently has 8 classrooms, and assuming 

an average of 30 pupils per class, the school could accommodate 240 pupils. 
 
7.2. The current pupil roll (September 2025 census) is 161. Trends based on the average 

of the last three years’ P1 intake figures suggest the roll will be 131 in August 2028. 
 
7.3. Currently, there are no significant housing developments within Our Lady and St 

Anne’s Primary school catchment area. 
  



 

 
8. Proposals 
8.1. Catchment realignment of St Mary’s and St Paul’s Primary School 

Appendix 1 outlines the existing catchment areas of St Paul’s and St Mary’s Primary 
Schools. 
 

8.2. The proposal is to realign an area currently zoned to St Mary’s Primary to St Paul’s 
Primary school.  This will allow for a better distribution of housing in the area and a 
more balanced pupil population across both schools. 

 
8.3. Within the area proposed to be re-zoned to St Paul’s Primary School there are 

proposals for a large development on the site of the former University of West of 
Scotland (UWS).  Initial proposals indicate that there will be between 345 and 365 
residential units on the site.  

 
8.4. If 350 units are built, there would be 34 denominational pupils expected to be 

generated from the UWS site development.   
 
8.5. The pupil projection figures for St Mary’s Primary indicate that the school will further 

exceed the planning capacity should all pupils predicted to be generated from known 
developments within the catchment area materialise.  

 
8.6. In addition to the proposal to re-zone the development site at the former UWS, there 

are also existing housing areas proposed to be re-zoned to help manage the school 
rolls effectively and also to ensure that the catchment boundary changes proposed 
are sensible and clearly defined. 

 
8.7. The addresses proposed to be rezoned are: 

Arthur Street, Barrack Street, Beckford Street, Bothwell Road, Bothwell Street, Caird 
Gardens, Caird Park, Caird Street, Clydesdale Street, Douglas Street, Hamilton Park 
North, Hamilton Park South, Mausoleum Drive, May Gardens, May Street, May 
Wynd, New Park Street, Park Holme Court, Racecourse View, The Furlongs (Avon 
House, Bothwell House, Brandan House, Cadzow House, Clyde House, Kinneil 
House, Mausoleum House, Park House) and The Paddock.  

 
8.8. The number of pupils from existing housing within the area proposed to be rezoned 

that currently attend St Mary’s Primary school is 26. (session 2022/2023).  In session 
2024/2025, this number was 27. In session 2025/2026 this number was 22.  There 
are no pupils within this area currently enrolled at St Mary’s Primary Hamilton for 
primary 1 in August 2026. 

 
8.9. St Paul’s has the capacity to accommodate both the pupils from the existing housing 

within the proposed area to be re-zoned, and also from the housing development on 
the former UWS site.   

 
8.10. Appendix 2 shows the proposed catchment areas of St Mary’s Primary School and 

St Paul’s Primary School.   
 
9. Optional Area 1 – St Peter’s Primary and St Mary’s Primary 
9.1. Appendix 3 outlines the area that currently offers an option to parents to either attend 

St Mary’s Hamilton or St Peter’s as their denominational catchment school. 
 

  



 

 
9.2. The proposal is to zone this area to St Peter’s Primary schools, thereby removing the 

option to attend St Mary’s Primary as the denominational catchment primary school. 
 

9.3. In session 2024/2025, there were 8 pupils from this area enrolled at St Mary’s 
Hamilton and 14 enrolled at St Peter’s.  In session 2025/2026, there were 15 pupils 
from this area enrolled at St Mary’s Primary School and 16 enrolled at St Peter’s.   

 
9.4. Therefore, over the previous 2 sessions, 66% of families in this area have chosen to 

attend St Peter’s Primary as their denominational catchment primary school. 
 
9.5. The addresses proposed to be zoned to St Peter’s Primary School are: 

Nos 6b-55 Allanshaw Gardens, Allanshaw Grove, Arbroath Grove, Buchanan 
Crescent, Chantinghall Gardens, Fraser Crescent, Hardie Street, Laighstonehall 
Road, Rosevale Crescent, St Giles Park, St Giles Way, Stonehall Avenue, 
Westwood Crescent (nos 40-81 already in St Peter’s catchment), Nos 2-40 and 50-
52 Woodfoot Road. 

 
9.6. Appendix 4 outlines the proposed new catchment area for St Peter’s Primary School. 
 
9.7. St Peter’s Primary school has sufficient capacity to accommodate all pupils within 

this area. 
 
9.8. In addition, by removing St Mary’s Primary school, Hamilton as a choice from this 

area it further helps to ease the capacity pressures experienced at St Mary’s Primary 
and manage the rolls of the denominational primary schools in the area more 
effectively. 
 

10. Optional Area 2 – St Peter’s Primary and Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary 
10.1. Appendix 5 outlines the area that currently offers an option to parents to either attend 

Our Lady and St Anne’s or St Peter’s as their denominational catchment school. 
 

10.2. The proposal is to zone this area to Our Lady and St Anne’s thereby removing the 
option to attend St Peter’s as the denominational catchment primary school. 
 

10.3. In session 2024/2025, there were 22 pupils from this area enrolled at Our Lady and 
St Anne’s Primary and 7 enrolled at St Peter’s Primary school.  In session 2025/2026 
this was reduced to 12 pupils enrolled at Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary and 7 at St 
Peter’s Primary. 

 
10.4. Therefore, over the previous 2 sessions, 70% of families have chosen to attend Our 

Lady at St Anne’s Primary as their denominational catchment primary school. 
 
10.5. The addresses proposed to be zoned to Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary school are: 

Nos 50, 63-69 Buchan Street, Fairhill Avenue, Falconer Terrace, Kerr Crescent, Nos 
49-75 and 96-116 Millgate Road, Neilsland Square. 

 
10.6. Appendix 6 outlines the proposed new catchment area for Our Lady and St Anne’s 

Primary school. 
 

10.7. Our Lady and St Anne’s Primary school has sufficient capacity to accommodate the 
pupils within this area. 

  



 

 
10.8. In addition, by removing the choice within this area, it further helps to manage the 

rolls of the denominational primary schools in the area more effectively. 
 
11. Risk and Other Implications 
11.1. Secondary School implications: 
 

Both St Mary’s Primary and St Paul’s Primary Schools are zoned to Holy Cross High 
School, therefore there would be no effect on secondary pupil numbers as a result of 
this proposal being implemented. 
 
By aligning optional area 1 to St Peter’s, the associated secondary school would be 
St John Ogilvie High School. 
 
By aligning optional area 2 to Our Lady and St Anne’s, the associated secondary 
school would be Holy Cross High. 

 
12. Implementation Date 
12.1. If, following a period of statutory consultation, the proposals were approved, the 

implementation date of any catchment realignment would be for P1 enrolment in 
January 2027 for session 2027/2028.  

 
12.2. Families with children already attending any of the affected schools and with a 

further sibling enrolling in P1 in respect of school sessions August 2027 through to 
August 2032 will have the choice for their P1 child to be granted placement in that 
school regardless of any catchment change. 

 
12.3. As part of the statutory consultation process, Public Meetings will be held to fully 

engage with the local communities affected by this proposal. 
 
13. Employee Implications 
13.1. Employee resources would continue to be provided by means of existing staffing 

protocols when calculating class teacher requirements and agreed management 
structures. 

 
14. Financial Implications 
14.1. The proposal demonstrates a Best Value approach to effectively managing the 

primary school estate and the Council’s property portfolio. 
 

15. Climate Change, Sustainability and Environmental Implications 
15.1 There are no implications for climate change, sustainability or the environment 

associated with this report. 
 
16. Integrated Impact Assessment and Consultation Requirements 
16.1. This report does not present a new strategy, policy or plan and is, therefore, not 

subject to equality impact assessment.  The report seeks approval for formal 
consultation. 

 
 
Lyndsay McRoberts 
Executive Director (Education Resources) 
 
5 June 2026 
  



 

 
 
Link(s) to Council Values/Priorities/Outcomes 

 Education and learning: inspiring learners, transforming learning, strengthening 
partnerships 

 Accountable, effective, efficient and transparent 
 
 
Previous References 

 None 
 
 
List of Background Papers 

 None 
 
 
 
Contact for Further Information 
If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please 
contact:- 
 
David Hinshelwood, Interim Head of Education (Support Services and School Estate) 
Ext: 4468   (Tel: 01698 454468 ) 
E-mail:  david.hinshelwood@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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