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Subject: 2018 Review of UK Parliament Constituencies 

 
1. Purpose of Report 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to:- 
[purpose] 

 provide an update on the Boundary Commission for Scotland’s 2018 Review of UK 
Parliament Constituencies. 

[1purpose] 
2. Recommendation(s) 
2.1 The Committee is asked to note the following recommendation:- 
 

(1) that the Boundary Commission for Scotland submitted to the Secretary of State 
for Scotland its Reports and Final Recommendations for the boundaries of UK 
Parliament Constituencies in Scotland on 5 September 2018; and 

(2) that the Boundary Commission for Scotland’s Report was laid before the UK 
Parliament on 10 September 2018. 

[1recs] 
3. Background 
3.1 The 2018 Review commenced in February 2016.  The Commission agreed its Final 

Recommendations after considering responses to public consultations held on its 
Initial Proposals in 2016 and Revised Proposals in 2017. 

 
3.2 The UK Parliament decided to reduce the number of constituencies from 650 to 600.  

In Scotland this means that 59 constituencies will be reduced to 53.  Two of these 53 
(Na h-Eileanan an Iar and Orkney and Shetland) are defined in the legislation and 
were not subject to review. 

 
3.3 As set out in legislation, each of the remaining 51 constituencies must:- 
 

 not exceed the maximum permitted area of 13,000 square kilometres 

 be within five per cent of the UK electoral quota of 74,769.2 (ie to have between 
71,031 and 78,507 electors), except where a constituency is larger than 12,000 
square kilometres when it may have fewer than 71,031 electors 

 
3.4 The new constituencies will be considered for approval by Parliament and be 

available for use in the next General Election expected in May 2022. 
 
4. Current Position 
4.1 On 5 September 2018 the Boundary Commission for Scotland submitted its 

recommendations on the 2018 Review of UK Parliament Constituencies to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and these were subsequently laid before the UK 
Parliament on 10 September 2018. 

 



4.2 Of the 51 mainland constituencies recommended by the Commission: 

 East Lothian is the only existing constituency, in addition to the two defined in 
legislation, retained within boundaries unchanged since 2005.  (The East Lothian 
constituency boundary is coterminous with the East Lothian council area 
boundary.) 

 33 of the recommended mainland constituencies are within a single council area 
(16 cover 2 council areas, 2 cover 3 council areas). 

 The largest recommended constituency by area is Highland North, at 12,985 
square kilometres. 

 The smallest recommended constituency by area is Glasgow Central at 20 square 
kilometres. 

 The recommended constituency with the fewest electors at 71,118, is Falkirk 
South. 

 The recommended constituency with most electors at 78,477, is Moray and Nairn. 
 
4.3 The Final Recommendations for Constituencies are detailed in Appendix 1 of this 

report. 
 
4.4 The Final Recommendations, after considering responses to public consultations, 

resulted in one fewer constituency than at present within each of the following areas:- 
 

 Glasgow City Council area 

 The grouping of Argyll & Bute, Highland and Moray council areas 

 The grouping of Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, Angus and Dundee City council area 

 The grouping of Inverclyde, East Ayrshire, North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, 
Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire council areas 

 The grouping of East Dunbartonshire, West Dunbartonshire, North Lanarkshire, 
South Lanarkshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Scottish Borders and Midlothian 
council areas 

 The grouping of City of Edinburgh, West Lothian, Falkirk, Stirling, 
Clackmannanshire, Fife and Perth and Kinross council areas. 

 
4.4 Further information on the 2018 Review can be found on the Commission’s website at 

www.bcommscotland.independent.gov.uk 
 
4.5 All comments received during the consultation periods can be viewed on the 

Boundary Commission’s consultation site at www.bcs2018.org.uk. 
 
5. Employee Implications 
5.1 None. 
 
6. Financial Implications 
6.1 None.  
 
7. Other Implications 
7.1 There are no implications in relation to risk or sustainability. 
 
8. Equality Impact Assessment and Consultation Arrangements 
8.1 This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or recommend a 

change to an existing policy, function or strategy and therefore no impact assessment 
is required. 

 
8.2 As part of the review, consultation will be undertaken with a wide range of 

stakeholders. 
 

http://www.bcommscotland.independent.gov.uk/
http://www.bcs2018.org.uk/


Lindsay Freeland 
Chief Executive/Returning Officer 
 
12 September 2018 
 
 
Link(s) to Council Objectives/Values 
 People Focused 
 Fair and Open 
 Working with and Respecting Others 
 Accountable, Effective and Efficient 
 Governance and accountability 
 
 
Previous References 
None 
 
 
List of Background Papers 
 Fifth Periodical Report of the Boundary Commission for Scotland 
 Report to Executive Committee on 21 October 2016 
 Letter of 19 October 2016 from the Boundary Commission for Scotland 
 Report to Executive Committee on 6 December 2017 
 
 
Contact for Further Information 
If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please 
contact:- 
Aileen Knudsen, Depute Returning Officer 
Ext: 4872 (Tel: 01698 454872) 
E-mail: aileen.knudsen@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
 
 

mailto:aileen.knudsen@southlanarkshire.gov.uk


Appendix 1 
 

Boundary Commission for Scotland – Final Recommendations for Constituencies 
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