Appendix 3

Written Statements from Councillors to letter dated 15 June 2007 from the Chief
Executive

Councillor Eileen Baxendale
Councillor Tommy Gilligan
Councillor Gordon Clark
Councillor Hamish Stewart
Councillor John Murray
Councillor David Baillie
Councillor Anne Higgins
Councillor Graham Simpson
Councillor Bill Holman
Councillor Graeme Campbell
Councillor Peter Craig
Councillor George Sutherland
Councillor Anne Higgins
Councillor Archie Buchanan

Councillor Anne Maggs



Popedux 2

Request for review of plans for Strathavan Academy
Mote of concemns that need o be addressed during a review.

17 Unsafe iransport arrangements:

Some of the children, particularly those in rural areas, are to be picked up at a
point some distance from their homes and would therefore have to walk along a
road without a footpath. Currently these children are picked up from their homes.
The new arrangements are clearly unsafz and 1 cannot believe they will be
Council poliey and [ presume they will be changed whatever else is decided by 8
review.

There are alse health and educational concerns aboul the transport arrangemenis.
For some children, those furthest awny, the proposed pick up time is before 10 10
&, but it will need 10 be even earlier if these children are to be picked up from their
homes. So some children will travel around 2.5 hours a day, This is not a good
plan in terms of children being alert in the moming for school and also will mean
they are more tired when they arrive home. Personally I sufTer from iravel
sickness and if I had to travel over 1 hour each moming (o school 1 would not be
able to take part in the frel lesson. 1 am also not aware of any health neads
mssessment that has taken place 1o determine il some children might find the
longer journay time difficult to manage.

2) Statistical information.

There is a need to clanfy conflicting demographic information. The new school is
expected to cater for 750 pupils, a decrease from the present role. Other statistics
from Council staff suggest there will be an increase in the population of
Strathavan. This seems more likely as land round the periphery has been relenased
For house building. Maoreover there is currently a level of occupancy of family
houses by older residents and these houses may well come on the market as family
homes in the next 5 to 10 years.

A new detailed assessment of population projections would be welcome.

3) Provision of altemate commumity facilities
Most of the 25 or so clubs and groups that currently use the leisure facilities at the
Strathavan academy site have not been offered altemmative facilities in Strathavan,

4) Loss to the local economy

There will clearly be a loss of business for the local economy from both the pupils
and teachers purchasing items at lunchiime and afler school. This may be eritical
for small local shops.

%) Lack of local consultation

There is dissatisfaction about the procase of local consultation. It appears that
there was consultation about a proposed refurbishment of Strathavan Academy but
not about the proposal to rebuild on the same site and bus the children 1o East
Kilbride for two years. There is a perception that the decision was made by early
2005 and the communily events that followed were information rather than
consultation, As I was not aware of the issues at the time I do not know the details
of this but this is an 1ssue that needs 1o be looked at in 2 review.



6) Best value

I cansider this issue last because a consideration of whether the current plan is
best value must include reference to the concerns noted above.

Any assessment of best value must give considerable weight to the children’s
educational needs. As a Council we surely must act in the best interests of the
children who attend Strathavan Academy.

My main concern is the transport of children from the outlying areas to Enst
Kilbride. The time they will spend travelling is too long and their educational
progress will suffer.

In general it would be better educationally if the children currenily at Strathavan
Academy could continue to be educated in Strathavan. A plan to rebuild within
Sirathavan but on a different site from the current Strathavan Academy would
avoid the difficulties involved in transporting children to East Kilbride. Tt would
alse diminish the cost of transport, which would be substantial, and of keeping the
Ballerup facilities open. It would be helpful if the Council could have a
bregkdown of these costs.

It also may be the ense thal the plan to rebuild on the same site would nol allow
sufficient space for the expected need, in which case the present plan is clearly not
best value.

Eilzen Baxendale
June 2007
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Clir. Gordon Clark
SNPB Rutherglen Central & North
45 Princes Gate, Rutherglen, G73 1LS.
Tel: 0141 647 0513 bile: 07825583907
Email: Gordonclark01@acl.com e
| S0UTH LANARKSHIRE DDUHEH

Mr A Strang \  CHIEF CXECUTIVES DEPT
Chief Executive i —

South Lanarkshire Council B {21 JUN 7007

Floor 2 Councll Offices -
Almada Street :

Hamitton ML3 DAA L=
1ath June 2007
Dear Mr Strang, R ——

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment
Special Council Meeting

Thankyou for your letter of the 15th instant acknowledging the request of 22 councillors for a
special council meeting.

My understanding is that a special meeting should be called within 14 days of the request however
iven that a special council meeting has been arranged for June 28th | have no objection to this
issue also being dealt with on that date.

The signatories objective is to request the council to defer any physical works or removal of
students and, or equipment from the school whilst an independent 2 month review of the proposals
is carried out.

A closer examination of points raised could then be made at review level allowing the council to
make a fully informed decision on the best way forward.

It is my understanding that any decision taken by the council can be reviewed after six months,
Due to the time elapsed since the decision was originally taken and allowing for changing factors
which can influence such decision, | believe that the signatories request is reasonable and within
Council Standing Orders.

As it is only right that all decisions taken by the council should be subject to scrutiny our request
should have no impact on either the Council or individual councillors.

Clir Gordon Clark.
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COUNCILLOR HAMISH STEWART BIGGAR/SYMNGTON AND BLACK MOUNT

COur ref : HSIAB
Date : 21 June 2007

If calling please ask for Mrs. Beaton Ext 4703

Archie Strang

Chief Executive

South Lanarkshire Council
Almada Street

Hamiltan

Dear Mr Strang

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment
Special Council Meeting

| refer to your letter of 15th June and thank you for your acknowledgement.

It was not my intention to infer that council officiale have been less than competent in
the performance of their duties and | do not make that inference now. | am confident
that all officials will have acted from the best of motives and in a highly competent
manner. There is however a great deal of public concern that the Council may have
made the wrong decision regarding the siting of the new Strathaven Academy and
the consequent decant. A full airing of the facts and issues at a special meeting of
the Council will therefore give the new Council the opportunity to either ratify the
decision previously taken or else to call for a review to properly establish the correct
course of action,

The obvious time for such a debate to take place would be 28th June at the already
arranged Special Meeting.

Yours sincerely

#;zm ;ek Sfmjﬁﬂ Ab

Councillor Hamish Stewart

Council Officas Almada Streel Hamillon ML3 DA Telephone: 01688 454686 Fax: 01658 454555
Home Address; Springwell Brae Cottage Springwell Brae Broughton ML12 BHH - Tel 101899 B30360 Mabie:
07744 114 582
g-mail Hamich, Stewssi@isouthianarkshine. gov.uk
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COUNCILLOR JOHN MURRAY HAMILTON SOUTH

Cur ref : JHIAB
Date : 20 June 2007
If calling please ask for Mrs. Beaton Ext 4702 o s : T

Archie Strang

Chiaf Executive

South Lanarkshire Council
Almada Streel ]
Hamilton . i

Dear Mr Strang .

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment e
Special Council Meeting

Thank you for your acknowledgement for the request for a special council meeting.
My understanding is that it should be called within 14 days of the request. However,
given thal there is already a special council meeting on June 28 it would make sense
for this issue to be dealt with at thal time.

The issues raised in our request for a meeting can be debated by councillors at that
meeting and & decision reached then. It may well be that the council will vote to go
ahead with the transfer of Strathaven pupils to Crosshouse Campus or they may vote
for a review, so that the other options like building a new school at Kirkland Park or a
modular village there can be examined.

It is cerainly not my position that council officers have been less than competent,
They are highly-qualified professionals, paid to give impartial advice so that
cauncillors can make informed decisians.

What we are seeking here is a review of the original decision on Strathaven
Academy and | look forward 1o a robust exchange of opinions at our special meeting.

Yours sincerely

Gold, ey

Councillor John Murray o

e

cil Offices Almada Street Hamilton ML3 DAA Telephone: D165E 454424 Fax: 01698 4545659
& Afeess: 3 Enskay Ave Hamilton ML BOB Telephone: 01598 282580 Mobie: 07825 583 922
p-rnail Johrumurrayiscutitanarkshire gov.uk
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COUNGILLOR DAVID BAILLIE CAMBUSLANG WEST

Our Ref: DBE/LB
Your Ref: AS/ICB
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Archie Strang

Chief Executive

Sauth Lanarkshire Council
Floor 2, Council Offices
Almada Strest

HAMILTOMN

ML3 0AA

Dear Archie
STRATHAVEN ACADEMY REDEVELOPMENT - SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
Thank you for your letler of 15 June 2007. | trust the following will clarify my position,

Since the new Council has come into being, the Councillors most concerned about the
proposed redevelopment have been assiduous in putling their point of view across to others
The detail of the argument will undoubtedly be made to you by others, but | was sufficiently
impressed by the general points made to believe that re-visiting the issue would be helpful.

In relation to Best Value a proposal to build on another site owned, | beligve, by the Council
and on the face of it & less cramped location seemed worlhy of more serious consideration
than it appears to have received.

Acceptance of this site would have gliminated the need for what will be extremely complicated
{and expensive) travel arangements to the decant facility. This will considerably add to the
journey time of at least a proportion of pupils in what can be unpredictable rural terrain.

It would alse ensure that the considerable spending power of the pupils was not removed
from Strathaven. Businssses will certainly sufier,

| am well aware that there will be counter-arguments to these and other issues raised. Given
that the redevelopment is obviously of concern to a congiderable proportion of the population
of the Strathaven area and Councillors have been elected, at least in part, to reflect this
concern, | believe they are entitied to have a Council meeting where both sides of the case
can be heard by all concerned. That was my intention in signing the request.

My decisicn on which way to vote will be determined by the discussion at the meeling,
Yours sincerely

QUU‘I na"r &{Lj'ﬂ
Councillor David Baillie

Counell Ofices Almada Stroet Hamilton ML3 0AA Telephone: 01698 455084 Fax 01688 454659
Hesmg Address; B0 Greenlees Road Cambusiang G72 80X Home: 0141 542 D366 Mobbe: 07748 194 534
E-Mall: David.Balllis@esouthianarkshire. gax gov.uk




Mr A Strang

Chicf Emccutive

South Lanarkshire Council
Floor 2 Council Offices
Almada Street

Hamilton

ML3 0AA

21% June 2007

Srathaven Academy Redevelopment
Special Council Mesting

Dear Mr Strang

Further to your letter dated 15™ June 2007, acknowledging the request of 22
Councillors for a Special Council Meeting  Our understanding is that it should be
called within 14 days of the request. However, given that there is already a Special
Council Mecting on Fure 28, it woutd make semse far this rswe o ke dealt with then,

The 22 Councillors objective is to ask the council to stop any physical work towards
the removal of students, equipment, fixtures or fittings from the school or to start any
demulition to the property and to seck un indeperdent 2 month review of the

ls. Then a closer examination of the points raised would be required at review
level and the Council can make an informed decision on the way forward.

1t is our understanding that any decision taken by the Council can be reviewed after 6
months has clapsed. Due to the time etapsed since the dectsion was then and the
many material factors which may influence such a decision, we believe that the
request is reasonable and within Council Standing Orders.

Tt is only right and proper that decisions taken by the Council are subject to scnatiny
and therefore should have no impact on Counil Officiats or imdividust Cowcillors.

Yours sincerely

/&11.:’1.& “j«%ﬁdu‘j

Councillor Anne Higgins { :?E JU:_H 77

i
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Date :

If calling please

Archie Strang

SOUTH

LANARKSHIRE

o EREIL]

COUNCILLOR GRAHAM SIMPSON EAST KILBRIDE WEST

HEIAB
19 June 2007

ask for Mrs. Beaton Ext. 4703

Chief Executive b
South Lanarkshire Council e
Almada Street

Hamilton

Dear Mr Strang

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment

Special Council Meeting

Thank you for your acknowledgement for the request for a special council meeting.
My understanding is that it should be called within 14 days of the request. However,
given that there is already a special council meeting on June 28 it would make sense
far this issue 1o be dealt with then as well,

The issues raised in our request for a meeting can be properly debated by councillors
at that mesting and a decision reached then. It may well be that the coundcl will vote
to go ahead with the transfer of Strathaven pupils to Crosshouse Campus. Or they
could vele for a review_ so that the other options - building a new school at Kirkland
Park or a modular village there - can be examined.

it is certainly not my positien that council officers have been less than competent.
They are highly-qualified professionals, paid to give impartial advice so that

councillers can make informed decisions.

\What we are seeking here is a review of the original decision on Strathaven
Academy and | look forward to a robust exchange of opinions al our special meeting.

//f—{r 4

Il _._.—l_"-_‘—\-
Councillor Graham Simpson -—

¥ours sincerely

_-_,.J_f-"L

Councd Offices Almada Streel Hamilion ML3 084 Telephone: (1606 454422 Fax: 016590 454859
Home Address: 5 Culzean Place East Kilbride G74 4BG  Mobile: 0725 583 924
e-mall Graham. simpsonEeoumienarshine gov.uk
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COUNCILLOR BILL HOLMAM AVONDALE & STONEHOUSE
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M. Archibald Strang

Chief Execulive A LR i

sguth Lanarkshire Council

Floor 2, Council Offices e
Almada Street

Hamilton, ML3 OAA TTT4E™ June 2007

Dear Mr, Strang,

| rafer 1o your letier dated 15™ June 2007, acknowiedging the request of 22 coundillers for a
special Council meeting. My underslanding is that it should be calied within 14 days of the
request, However, given inat there is already a special Councll meeling on June 28 i would
make sense for this issue to be dealt with then as weill.

The objective for this meeting is 1o obtain the approval of fha Council to a 2-maonth
independent review of Ine decielons surreunding the Strathaven Academy so that the Council
can make an informed decision on the way forward. We also ask the Council to stop any

ysical work towards the removal of sludents, equipment, fidures or fitlings from the school
or to starl eny demalilion 1o the property.

il is obwiously open o the review o conclude thal, notwithstanding the issues ralsed by
ourselves Trom discussions with concemed parents, the present decision was ihe only one
which could have been laken. In that case the review will have gone a considerable way 1o
assuageé communily concems and allow future decisions to be laken without continually
reprising past issues.

It is my understanding that any decision taken by the Council can be reviewed after @ months
has elapsed, Due 1o the considerable amount of ime elapsed since the dacision was taken,
and the many material {aclors which may have influenced such a decision, | believe that the
reques! of myself the cther 21 members is reasonable, responsipie and within Gouncil
standing Orders, It is only right and proper that declsions laken by the Council are subject o
scrutiny and therefore should have no impact on Council officials nor individual councillors.

Yours sinceraly,

rtﬁ_ 1 xr‘_ﬂ":jt‘iq:wd_ﬂ—f_f

Councll Offices Almada Siree Hamilton ML3 BAA Telephone: 01688 454837 Fax: 01698 454658

Home Address: 3 Meadowhank Avenue, Strathaven, ML10 6J5 Telephond: 01357 621950 Mobile: 0THZE 5E3 915

Doosmem 12

E-mail: Bill Holman@southlanarkshire.gov.uk




COUNCILLOR GRAEME CAMPBELL AVONDALE & STONEHDUSE

Ouwr ref : GFCIAS/Strathaven Accademy200607
Date : 18™ June 2007
If calling please ask for Mrs. Beaton Ext. 4703

Mr. Archibald Strang

Chief Executive

South Lanarkshire Council
Floor 2, Council Offices
Almada Street

Hamilton, ML3 OAA

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment
Special Council Meeting

Dear Mr. Strang,

Further to your letter dated 15" Jume 2007, acknowledging the request of 22
councillors for a special council meeting. My understanding is that it should be called
within 14 days of the request. However, given that there is already a special council
meeting on June 28 it would make sense for this issue to be dealt with then as well.

The 22 councillor's objective for this special council meeting is to obtain the
permission of the council to stop any physical work on the removal of students,
equipment, fixtures and fittings from the school or to start any demolition to the
property and to seek an independent 2-month review of the proposals and decisions
taken by the council. It is certainly not my position that council officers have been
jess than competent. They are highly-qualified professionals, paid to give impartial
advice so that councillors can make informed decisions. Whatl we are therefore
seeking here is an independent review of the decisions made so that the new council
can make an informed decision on the best way forward.

It is ry understanding that any decision taken by the council can be reviewed after 6
manths has elapsed. Due to the lime elapsed since the decision was taken and the
many material factars, which may have influenced such a decision, we beligve that
the request is reasonable and within Council Standing Orders.

Yours Sinceraly

% ra;.?,_rgg{-?'

Councillor Graeme Campbell

E-mail; SLC@GraemeCampbell.co.uk

Councl Offices Almada Street Hamiton ML3 0AS Telephone: 01626 4534416 Fax: 01696 454659
Horme Address: 10 Fortrose Gdng Strathaven ML10 6FH Tel (1357 526554 Moblle: 0TBZS 583 908
a-mail Graeme campbalif sovthlanarkshire gov.uk
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Cllr Peter Craug
7 Tinto View Road
Ashgill
Larkhall ML® 3AY
Mr A Strang
Chief Executive
South Lanarkshire Council
Almada Street
Hamilton ML3 DAA
25" Jupe 2007
Dear Mr Swang

In reply to your lener dated 15" June 2007, requesting # response to the points
mentioned.

The Couoneil has undergone a material change in its politizal makeup, and whet could
have been considered Best Value bafore, would not automatically now, be seen as
such.
| feel that the beeause of this change that the decision to review is necessary, and has
no implication on the Council officials or individual Councillors
What the 22 Councillors have asked is thet no work be carried out on the destruction
or dismantling of Strathaven Academy until an independent review of the carrent
proposals can be carried out.

¥ ours sincerely,

Peter Craig
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Mr A Strang

Chief Executive

South Lanarkshire Council
Floor 2 Council Offices
Almada Street

Hamitton, ML3 O A

24th June 2007

Dwear Mr Strang

Strathaven Academy Redavelopment
Special Council Meeting

Furiher to your letter dated 15th June 2007, acknowledging the request of 22 counciliors
for a special councll meeting, my understanding s that it should ba called within 14 daye of
the request. Howewver, given that there is already a special councll meeting on Juhe 28, it
would make sense for this issus to be dealt with than.

The counclllore objective |s to ask the council to stop any physica! work towards the
removal of students, equipment, fidures or fitings from the school or to starl any
demalition to the property and to seek an independent 2 month review of the proposals.
A closer examination of the points raised could then be conducted and the council could
make an informed decision on the way forward.

it is our understanding that any decision taken by the council can be raviewed after &
months has elapsed, Duse to the time elapsed since the decision was taken, and the many
material factors which may influence such a decision, we belleve that the request is
reasonable and within Councll Standing Orders.

it is only right and propes that decisions taken by the council are subject to scrutiny and
therefora shoukd have ng impact on Coundl officials or individual councillors,

Yours sincerely
Councillor George Sutheriand
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LANARKSHIRE
COUNCILLOR ANNE HIGGINS RUTHERGLEN SOUTH
Cur ref : AHIAB
Diate ; 25 June 2007

If calling please ask for Mrs. Beaton Exi. 4703

Archia Strang

Chiaf Executive

South Lanarkshire Council
Almada Straot

Hamiltton

Dear Mr. Strang

Strathaven Academy Redevelopment
Speclal Council Meating

Thank you for your letter of 15 June acknowledging the request by 22 Councillors for
a special Councll meeting which, as | understand it, such a meeting should ba called
within 14 days of tha resguasl. it would appeesr apprepriate thal the above ssue be
dealt with as the Special Council Meating.

It was never my intention to gueslion the compsatency of any Council Otficial

Yours sincerely

,-t‘;?—mm [b‘jf‘:‘f,:'ﬁ,?ﬁ -

Councillor Anng Hi-n{flna

Councll Offices Almada Streel Hamilton ML3 OAR Tel: Q1658 454543 Fro 01658 454859
Heme Address: 45 Lilybank Avenue Cambusiang G72 80P Telephone: 0141 541 7004
Mobile: 07825 SH3 913
£-mafl Ante.Higgins@ southlanerkshire.gsxgav.uk
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LANARKSHIRE

COUNCILLOM ARCHIE BUCHAMAN EAST KILBRIDE BOUTH

Crimestoppers 0800 656111
Qwr ret : ABraB
Dete : 25 June 007
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If calling please ask for:  Mra. Baaton on Ext. 4703 r—--— s
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Archie Strang forsais sz
Chisf Exacitive } S LU
South Lanarkshire Council e

Almada Street L: o i
Hamilten !

Daar Mr. Strang

Strathaven Acadamy Redevelepment
Special Council Meeting

Thank you for your letler of 15 Juna acknowiedging the request by 22 Councillors far
a special Councli meeting which, as | understand i, such g meseting sheuld be callad
within 14 days of the reguest Il would appear approprale that the absve issue be
deal with as the Spacal Councll Meeting

It was never my ntention (0 guaation the competency of any Council Officigl
Yours sincaraly

wilpil el

Councillor Archie Buchanan

Ceancll Offices Almude Streal Hamillon MLA 0AA Telephone 01688 484458 Fax 01000 454850
Home Adgress 139 Troon Avenue Greeshills Esst Kibede ST 5TL Tel 01355 2406378
Mobike OTT48 114 255
a-mail Archi fuchanenfsouhlanamkehine. gov. uk
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LANARKSHIRE

COUNCILLOR ANNE MAGGS JP EAST KILBRIDE CENTRAL NORTH

Our ref - AM/ABR

Date - 25 June 2007

W calling please ask for:  Mrs. Beaton on Ext. 4703
Archig Strang

Chiaf Execidive

South Lanarkshire Council

Almada Streel
Harmifton

Dear Mr, Strang

Strathaven Academy Redevelopmant
Special Council Meating

Thank you for your latter of 15 June acknowiedging the request by 22 Counsillors for
a special Counall meeting which, &g | understand i, such a meeting should be cailed
within 14 days of the requast. |t would appesr approprale that the sbove is5Ua Do
dealt with as the Special Counc| Meeting.

It was nevar my intention 1o question the competency of any Council Official as |
regerd them extremaly compatent,

Yours sincerely

A . Awﬁm

Counglilor Anne Maggs

Coincl Offices Anuda Slreel Hamilton ML3 0AR Telephans 01668 454130 Fax 01858 54885
Home Acdrass 1 Loch Laxford East Kibrce 374 200
-l Anne Maggsdlsout lanarkehioe gk




